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ACTIVITY — PERSUASIVE LANGUAGE TECHNIQUES

Identify the persuasive language techniques in the following pieces of writing.
Write a short paragraph for each example listing the technique(s) used and how
they are used to position the reader to agree with what is being argued. Some of
the examples may contain more than one persuasive technique, so be sure to
identify them all

1. These Rolling Stones have gathered no moss

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

2. The wife of the murdered police officer has been left to look after 3 kids with
no income. Meanwhile, our taxes are paying for her husband’s killer to watch
DVDs, play computer games and complete a tertiary degree.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

3. The fruit bats have taken over and destroyed our treasured botanical gardens.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

4. With all our troops fighting overseas, there is nobody left to defend Australia.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:




5. At the peace demonstration I marched with a decorated Anzac veteran, a
middle-aged businesswoman, two teenage boys and a young couple pushing a
pram. Despite our differences we were all united in our desire for peace.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

6. While other countries are developing solar power technology, Australia is
being left behind in the dark ages.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

7. Soccer fans are nothing but violent hooligans who are more interested in
fighting with each other than actually watching the game.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

8. In order for mothers to establish the crucial bond with their child, paid
maternity leave must be increased.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

9. Due to the current threat of terrorism we must allow police the power to
search anybody whom they suspect of carrying a weapon.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:




10. If the Classification Board continues to ban controversial films, then we are
not going to be able to see many of the critically acclaimed films that are enjoyed
by open-minded audiences in the rest of the world.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

11. Why should taxpayers have to pay for drug rehab programs? Perhaps if the
government addressed issues such as unemployment, mental illness and
poverty, then we wouldn’t have a drug problem at all.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

12. I don’t like this government either but I am disgusted that some people are
burning our flag in protest. The Australian flag represents our country and its
people, and has remained constant while many governments have come and
gone.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

13. Iraqi civilians and soldiers on both sides are losing their lives. Yet we are told
that this war will bring petrol prices down. Is this supposed to make us feel
better?

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:




14. Without the use of stem-cell research, we do not have a hope of scientifically
contributing to the international quest to find a cure for cancer.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

15. Hip, hip hooray for Federation Square. How lovely it is to be able to gather
with my fellow Melburnians at this monument to art and culture and passion
and diversity.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

16. When I went to school learning how to write was an essential component of
education. Much attention was paid to spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
However thanks to computer spell checks and mobile phone text messages,
students’ ability to spell and write is being compromised.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

17. When shopping we all should take extra care to buy Australian products.
Australians made products equals Australian jobs

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

18. The Immigration Minister’s ignorant, bigoted, mean-spirited attitude
towards refugees works against our international identity as an intelligent and
compassionate nation.

Persuasive Language technique:




How they position the reader:

19. It’s all very well to say that cuts to health care decrease our state deficit, but
what happens when we need a hospital bed and there isn’t one available?

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

20. We will take to the streets, we will storm the radio stations and we will
bombard the television networks until we are heard and we will not give up.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

21. Research by leading criminologists, psychiatrists, and media analysts have
found no link between depictions of violence in the cinema and real life violence.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

22, Many young people are repeatedly running into the brick wall of
unemployment.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:

23. We all must take a long hard look at ourselves and ask if we really want to be
considered ‘Australian’ any more.

Persuasive Language technique:




How they position the reader:

24. To all members of the stolen generation — my heart goes out to you. Although
I will never understand the pain and suffering you have been through, I am truly
sorry for the pain that my ancestors have inflicted on you and your families.

Persuasive Language technique:

How they position the reader:




